
Instructional Design and Technology

SECTION 1 CRITIQUED INFOGRAPHICS

SECTION 2 DESIGNED INFOGRAPHICS

V6-Information Graphic
Post on your blog (a) link to an information graphic/critique, and (b) your own 
information graphic and text. 

Purpose: The term information graphics has been coined to label very rich graphically-
designed pictures. Info graphics have been around a long time. A classic example has been a 
subway map. Info graphics can be used in educational settings to help your students 
understand the complexity of ideas and the relationship of information to each other. 

Guidelines

1. In a blog posting link to an online information graphic and briefly write about (a) why you 
chose it, (b) specific visual features that make it work, (c) what you would do to improve 
it, and (d) what one can learn from it.

2. Now you design an information graphic on something in your work setting that might 
benefit from such an image. I would sketch what the graphic might look like. You’ll need to 
do this a few times. 

3. Use whatever digital tool works for you and post on your blog a screen capture of your 
image/text. If you are motivated, you can take a photo of your work images and post 
those. 

4. Write about (a) why you chose this topic, (b) visual features you used to make your info 
graphic work, and (c) what you want people to learn from your graphic. 
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CRITIQUED INFOGRAPHICS
SOCIAL MEDIA LANDSCAPE

The ways in which Social Media has reshaped popular media channels fascinates me. Across 
the board, from start-ups to fortune 500 companies, each embraces and utilizes the 
functionalities of social media to connect with their audiences.

This infographic begins with the understanding that facebook and google are the anchors 
among the webs numerous social media platforms. These core platforms intertwine and rely 
upon the content generated from the outside bubbles.

 This graphic was designed in 2011. As of 2012, many would agree that twitter has molded 
itself into another social media anchor. Tune into any prime-time show on television recently 
and you will find twitter hashtags and usernames embedded into a great deal of what is being 
broadcasted. My revisions of this graphic would include twitter inside the middle category, 
alongside of facebook and google.

 This piece greatly illuminates our new-found reliance on social media. The graphic does an 
excellent job at portraying the purpose of each respective platform, and how the 
functionalities of each are interdependent of one another.  ~ Jeff
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CONE OF LEARNING

Here is the link: http://www.designlessbetter.com/blogless/tags/psychology to the following 
infographic.

I chose this graphic because the information contained in it is crucial for teachers to 
understand. Often, I run into former students when I’m out an about. I will ask them what 
they remember from my class. Invariably, even several years later, every student remembered 
something in vivid detail, and it was a hands-on activity of some kind.

There are some problems with this graphic. The use of a triangle inevitably makes me picture 
a mountain, with goal being to get to the top. In this graphic, the LEAST effect means of 
learning is at the TOP of the mountain. It is also a bit of an oxymoron. According to the data 
in the chart, READING is the means of the least retention, yet the number of words on the 
graphic is excessive. The red “dunce cap” on the triangle represents nothing. The main point 
is that students need to be ACTIVE, not PASSIVE when participating in a learning activity. The 
words, active and passive are barely noticable. The color green is used for both the MOST 
effective, and LEAST effect means of retention. This is misleading.  ~ Sonya 

[see how Sonya redesigned this graphic in the section DESIGNED INFOGRAPHICS]
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DC METRO & CUSTOMER PHONE SERVICE

After college I lived in Washington, D.C. for about a year, and I traveled the D.C. metro quite 
frequently.  In fact, I was basically a mole because I could travel completely underground 
from my apartment to the USDA building where I worked.  In any case, I spent a lot of time 
looking at this particular graphic (mostly because it’s posted on every car of every train).  I’m 
somewhat directionally challenged, but I always found this graphic to be remarkably easy to 
read.  

An interactive version is available online at http://www.wmata.com/rail/maps/map.cfm.  I 
remember seeing countless visitors (many with limited English ability) being able to navigate 
their way around the city with this map due to the use of color (showing interconnected 
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routes), shapes (transfer locations), and spatial relationships (with major landmarks and 
waterways included).    By using this graphic, we can easily determine the best routes to take 
to tour the city, although I do think that the county designations are a bit overkill.  I don’t 
really see what they add to the value of this graphic, and to me personally it clutters the 
image a bit.  It’s difficult to be all things to all people, but overall I think this graphic does an 
excellent job relaying a tremendous amount of information with clarity.    

Another infographic example that I lived with for many years is the following Customer 
Service Center statistics graph (click to enlarge).  This was created by an engineer, and he 
was later promoted to call center Director.  Therefore, management was expected to 
embrace this particular infographic and use it to make forecasting decisions.   Even with my 
love of data, I found this representation of data to be overwhelming to read and digest, and 
I’m sharing it here as an example of where more was not better.  The idea was to 
demonstrate trends over time for the various types of calls coming into the center (both 
automated response and human-handled calls).  While I’m all for one-stop-shopping, I believe 
we would have benefitted more by breaking this graph down into multiple messages.  In 
particular, using both sides of the X axis and having two scales for the Y axis really 
complicated things when trying to interpret the plots.  ~ Tracey

IDT 640 Visual Literacy Spring 2012  |  INFOGRAPHIC COLLECTION  5



COFFEE & TEA

This is a information graphic I chose.  The image is really tall so I would not embed it.

Why I chose it

I chose this information graphic because when I was looking for information for my 
information graphic, at first a crafty feel of this info graphic caught my eyes.  This is an 
information comparison between coffee and tea.  I checked many examples but they didn’t 
inspire me to look into details because mostly they were too complicated and clattered.  
This layout made it easy to follow and the information was legible.

Specific visual features that make it work,

The use of color: I like the fact that it uses a few selected colors to bound the areas.  Brown 
is for coffee and green is for tea.  Alternating background also indicates and bounds each 
topic.

What you would do to improve it

The information was compartmentalized and there is not much interaction between each 
section.  I would compare side by side what country produce coffee and tea or health 
benefits.

What one can learn from it

The key to enjoy coffee and tea and to have maximum health benefits is to take it at 
moderation and lead a balanced life is a message this info graphic delivers to the viewer.  The 
intention was successful.  I don’t agree that info graphics should always be this complicated 
diagrams of arrows, layers of images and fonts so small to read but when I look at my choice 
of info graphic it is true that segmented panel can be just transferred to powerpoint slide 
and I can rum a slide show.   That tells me this example lacks interactivity within.  A 
masterpiece by great artists will lead a viewer’s eye into areas of focus at ease (of course not 
all the paintings will do that).  I think info graphics should have the same type of effect, it 
should make your eyes go back and forth to have them understand the relationship, between 
the nodes.  This assignment is getting too difficult to handle, or I should compromise some 
aspects of my info graphic…  ~ Atsuko

http://www.bulletproofexec.com/cool-new-coffee-tea-infographic/

note: the full graphic is inserted on the next page - it’s very long if you check out the above 
link. I screen-captured one part of the graphic and inserted that to the right of the original.
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THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING PACKAGE

I found this infographic while surfing the ”Kathy Shrock’s Guide to Everything” site.  The 
specific URL is:  http://www.good.is/post/transparency-paying-the-same-amount-for-smaller-
products/  Consumer Reports conducted this investigation and released this graphic on 
February 8, 2011.   

I chose this graphic because I found the topic interesting.  Without a doubt, I have noticed 
that the prices of groceries have increased over the last couple of years, but I did not realize 
that many of the household products that I regularly purchase at the grocery store have 
actually been getting smaller while their prices have remained constant. 

I think that this infographic works because it is simple.  The reader can take one look at it 
and easily understand the message being conveyed.  I like that the artist used actual pictures 
of products; I think that they are eye-catching.   The products displayed are common 
products that everybody has seen and that most people have purchased.  The pictures in the 
top row are slightly larger than those in the second row and the percent difference between 
the larger and the smaller product is clearly displayed in the middle. 

If I were to improve this graphic, I would include dates and locations.  I would like to know 
when each product was the reported size and where that size was recorded.  (I actually 
referred to the short article that accompanied this infographic to see if dates and locations 
were reported and they were not.) 

What can one learn from this infographic?  One can learn that he/she is getting less bang for 
his/her buck.   “Some” groceries are getting smaller but the prices of these groceries are 
staying the same.  I think that people will pay closer attention in the grocery store… I know 
that I will.  ~ Lori
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THE U.S. MAIL SYSTEM

I chose this graphic because I have been thinking more about the US Mail system recently. 
They have been in financial trouble for a while, and all indications are that we will be going to 
a five-day mail week soon. 
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It has also been suggested that we will be loosing the guaranteed services for rapid delivery. 
It is interesting to me that the internet has in some ways shrunken the need for their 
services, while boosting business for others like UPS and FedEx. My prediction is that as the 
US Mail services scale back in these ways, additional opportunities will emerge for UPS and 
FedEx. Watch those stocks!    As I looked for information on the mail system, I came across 
this, and it answered some of what I always wanted to know in terms of how priority got on 
an accelerated path. It was just interesting to see the layout of the aspects I had never seen 
as I was always on the left or right side of the graphic, without knowing the in between 
aspects.

In terms of what makes it work visually, the colors and line types make it easy to discern the 
three unique mail types and their flow. The shapes, sizes, and colors of the four buildings also 
help in discerning them from one another, and give a sense of their processing volume 
comparatively.

In terms of how I might go about improving it, I see a few things that I would have to play 
with a bit, but I think it may be possible to simplify the graphic, while not loosing meaning, if 
each building type where shown only once as being on both the sending and receiving end. 
Perhaps they would be stack vertically with some space between them. I also think the 
graphic shown for “AMC” (Air Mail Center) could be better. I do not get the sense of it 
being place, but more so a method of transport. The smaller planes, above the larger ones, 
also seem a bit disconnected to me. The first one may be routing priority mail, but the 
second one does not seem to be connected to anything. What’s up with that? Maybe I am 
just missing something… would not be the first time. 

In terms of what we can learn from this, we see how items being sent through various 
service types are processed and reach their destinations. The post office was started by Ben 
Franklin in Pennsylvania in 1775. It has become quite a system since then. We may visit a post 
office from time to time and look at stamps and things we have little interest in while waiting 
too long in line, but we all get mail each week, and it is easy to take for granted how it 
reaches us. I’ll admit, I would much rather pay a bill online than pay the increasing price of 
postage. I do like our friendly mail carrier though. She is very pleasant, and just like when I 
was a little kid, I still like getting mail… less so with bills.   ~ Lee
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COLORS FOR INTERIOR SPACES

As this information graphic was large, I took screen shots piece-by-piece and then added it 
as a slideshow.

Reason I Chose It

I chose this graphic because I loved the visual representation of a topic that intrigues me.  
We have been painting the university classrooms that we use for Teacher Education courses, 
and I think this will be something that I will share with my colleagues and dean as we move 
forward in choosing colors.  As the university only uses Dover White, we have to get special 
permission to paint the rooms, on most occasions, purchase the paint ourselves, and then 
paint the rooms when classes are on breaks.  Thus far, we created a student work room and 
painted it purple and gray.  Our Elementary room is yellow, and our Special Education room 
is blue.  We still have a few rooms to complete.  Professors from other disciplines who share 
the rooms with us are not fond of our colors and say that they distract from their ability to 
teach in the rooms.  In addition, when I buy a house, hopefully next year, I want to base my 
color choices on some sort of sound idea.  This graphic gives me the information I need in 
graph representation that utilizes a few words as well.
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Specific Visual Features That Make It Work

I like the idea of the house with the colors inside the rooms.  A home is supposed to be a 
comfortable area where one relaxes after a day out in the “cruel world.”  The picture made 
me want to “do it right” when choosing the colors to serve my family and me well in our 
abode.  The following graphics simple add to my knowledge and ability when choosing color.  
They are not heavily laden with words, but give me visuals and enough information to 
continue making good chooses in regard to color patterns.

How Would I Improve It

It is a little large and it does move from topic to topic.  I would leave off the last piece that 
takes the color theme from the home to the business world.  For me, this is another chart 
that could be developed.  To me, it does not fit with the other three slides.

What Can One Learn From It

One can make more informed decisions on color palettes and accent colors that can create 
an environment that is more conducive to any function for which a room is being used. 

~ JoJo
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WHY WATER?

I chose this graphic for two reasons. First, I wanted a subject that had some importance, and 
could relay that importance to the layperson. Geo-political issues are not easy to understand 
or express in a soundbite (even a visual one), but a good info-graphic can help us make 
connections.  The second reason I chose this particular graphic is because without being too 
complicated, it illustrates five separate pieces of information (six if you count the relationship 
of the two halves).

Specific features that make this effective. It flows (no pun intended!). The two halves are, 
essentially, here’s the situation, and, this is the result. This makes it easy to read and follow. 
There are five chunks of information, they come to us as we travel down the pipe, and they 
all relate. The piping helps to bring the reader along, and the colors convey good and bad – 
very simple. The explanation of “where is all the water?” is the most informative aspect of 
the piece. It really helps to explain accessibility to water for any of us, rich or poor, and 
illustrates just how limited and precious clean water is.

One issue I have with this is its lack of proportion, specifically with the water droplet. I think 
a more effective illustration would us a more accurate sense of scale. To my eye, I expect 
2.5% to appear much smaller. This would give more validity to the image as info and drive 
home the point even more. In the same section, I don’t believe the ratio of 70% to 30% when 
I see it. Also, I don’t feel the image of 1 in 6 people clearly communicates 1.1 billion people. It 
feels more like one person at the dinner table will be affected – not the same “feel”. Also, a 
child dies every 20 seconds is not as strong as a pile of dead children – somewhere in 
between there is an more effective compromise. Lastly, I think additional info about 
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population growth rates and income levels by world region water access would also be 
more effective at expressing a sense of urgency and importance.

D. From the graphic, one learns that there is an abundance of water on the planet, but only a 
small amount is fresh and clean. Particular parts of the world are in greater danger than 
others (they are also those with higher birth rates and less funds to access hard to reach 
water). Most importantly is the fact that clean water is not needed for drinking alone, but for 
sanitation issues. This is often an overlooked point when people think about access to water.

On another level, I have learned that graphic representation of data is difficult to do. As with 
research, less is more, be concise, and keep it simple.  ~ Jeff

Design Trends

This is an interesting infographic from 
Shutterstock.com showing trends based on 
some of their proprietary information. 
What’s really interesting to me is that I’ve 
noticed a lot of these trends around the 
internet in the last two years and it’s funny 
to see the data from Shutterstock match the 
things I’ve seen.

http://www.shutterstock.com/blog/wp-content/
uploads/2012/01/ShutterStock_010_v6-1.jpg

Perhaps the two best elements of the 
graphic are the city icons comparing 
population to the number of downloads and 
the visual vocabulary section at the bottom. 
I’ve never been to any of the cities in 
question, so it’s a bit abstract but it does 
lend a certain impact to the 200 million 
figure. The visual vocabulary is very 
interesting, and I think pertinent to this 
course in general. Take a look at it, and think 
about the ways in which technology is 
changing how we define those words in 
reference to the visuals that pop into your 
head when you say them.

As for what doesn’t work, I’m not really sure that I get the world design trends section. It 
appears to show the most popular image by region or country, but doesn’t really tie that in 
to what it means. I’m just not sure that there wouldn’t have been a better use for that space.  

~ Steve
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DESIGNED INFOGRAPHICS
EVENT PLANNING

The image I created represents the basic core of the platform I have begun developing. The 
idea begins with the assumption that if you build an attractive product/service, people will 
utilize it. This holds true even more if what is crafted truly contributes to the quality of life 
among the people who engage with it.

Clip art, text, custom imagery, and some minor branding, went into the construction of this 
image:

Event planning has long been in existence since the service industry exploded into western 
civilization. Products and services are delivered globally to a plethora of audiences. More 
importantly, there are extraordinary databases that exist which retain pivotal information for 
an operation like this one. I seek to extract this information into a centralized station. It is at 
this point that brands will have the ability to streamline this information to their users in a 
very particular fashion. Again, this platform needs to be attractive enough to capture the 
attention of its users.

This graphic should be interpreted as a “flow of information;” from one source to the next. 
From the top down, this information eventually reaches its users in a simplistic and 
accommodating manner. Only information that is tagged with the mutual interests of a 
respective user will be delivered.  ~ Jeff
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CONE OF LEARNING REVISED TO A RIGHT ANGLE

I redesigned the graphic in a way that 
makes the visual easier to understand. 
By making the triangle a right triangle 
instead of an equilateral, I can put a 
graduated column chart within it. The 
graduated column chart is much easier 
to read, as people tend to look left to 
right rather than top to bottom. I also 
removed a lot of the unnecessary 
wording, and accented certain words. 
Notice that the word “active” is 
italicized, suggesting motion, while the 
word passive is not. I also changed the 
color scheme to a modified “stop light” 
motif. I put the best option in green and the worst option in red, with graduated colors in 
between. This allows the user to connect with what they already know….red means STOP 
and green means GO! With an audience of teachers in mind, the title urges the viewer to 
actually think about how to use the information. (Not to mention a pretty nifty play on 
words with “right angle” beside a right triangle=).  To improve this graphic….well, I’m not 
really thrilled that the corners of the column chart are cut off by the angle of the triangle, 
but it was necessary in order to keep the triangle idea. Had I approached the graphic by 
eliminating the entire idea of a triangle, I could have avoided this, but in the grand scheme of 
things, it was a sacrifice I was willing to make. =D  ~ Sonya
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WVU GRADUATE APPLICATION PROCESS

My infographic is of the graduate application process in WVU Admissions.  We are getting 
ready to undergo a re-engineering effort to streamline the process and make improvements, 
and an educational consultant will be visiting soon to review the current flow.  This graphic is 
intended to capture a fairly complex process in a one-page graphic.  Visual features of this 
graphic that work well for me include the color coding by unit, the directional arrows, and 
the summary sub-bullets under each stage of process.  I want people to be able to easily see 
how an application moves from submission to departmental review, how the GEMS 
(Graduate Enrollment Management System) fits into this process, and who has responsibility 
for each stage of the process.

What I found most interesting about this assignment is that the final product of the 
infographic seems almost too simplistic given the amount of thought and iterative changes 
that went into its creation.  For me, I found that being close to the process actually made it 
harder than expected.  I found myself adding too much detail and having to bring myself back 
to the core messages I wanted to focus upon.  I am very much a reflective thinker and I 
often sketch processes, ideas, etc. several times before I commit to my tool of choice.  I used 
to argue with myself and almost chastise myself as procrastinating when I did this.  But now I 
am gaining an appreciation for how this evolution of an idea in my mind is actually a benefit 
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and part of my personal work style.  In the way of self critique (after looking at other 
examples in the class), I think I might try to jazz it a bit with some clip art or other 
graphically interesting add-ons.  I used to work for a Director who shunned what he called 
“cutesy” images, and I’m still a little hesitant to incorporate pictures into work-related 
products.  It’s funny because my good friend Julie at work jokes with me all the times and 
says that I’m so analytical that when I try to do marketing or artsy stuff I end up going to the 
corny side.  LOL.  ~ Tracey

24 YEARS OF SERVICE SAFETY AND HEALTH EXTENSION

I chose this topic because this is where I work and the assignment (V6) asks for a work 
related theme.  I work at WVU Safety and Health Extension as a GA but I am not an 
occupational safety studies student, so frankly I am not familiar with details of that work that 
Safety and Health is an expert at.  I approach this subject from an outsider’s point of view.  
What does Safety and Health do in a nutshell?  I am always more interested in the journey 
than the destination, per-se. I did research about the organization’s history and I based my 
graphic on a very brief view of the 24 year history of the unit.
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Visual Features I used

I looked around the work place and realized there are many signs posted since Safety and 
Health Extension offers many different safety and health trainings.  We talked about in a non-
verbal unit that signs communicate with images.  Color matters, placement of component 
matters and images speak loudly.  I was inspired by the bold and simple organization of signs 
posted around the wall.  The theme of the graphic is the growth of the organization.  I 
decided to arrange each year with a sign inspired design arrangement, logos, text etc.  I tried 
to simplify the text as much as I could.

I picked the primary colors used in signs but make the background color close to WVU blue 
to go with the yellow color of caution to have an association with WVU.

What do I want people to learn from this graphic?

I picked the pivotal years of the organization to show its continuous growth.  The 
organization itself keeps growing in size but the growth in the past several years didn’t cause 
the restructuring of the organization.  I didn’t want to leave an impression that the 
organization has remained the same since 1994 so I utilized the lower center block to show 
24 years of service.  2012 marks is 24th year since its founding year.

I have already received feedback about the center panel.

1) why 24th? isn’t 25th more significant? —True, but if I put 25th that’s not correct.

2) Is the 24th year 1993?  — I used three yellow panels and three monochromatic panels to 
make this composition symmetrical for stability and balance then modified the center 
panel to include a “title” of the graphic to draw attention.  But apparently it caused some 
confusion.  I want people who look at this graphic to feel the growth of organization and 
its mission with a sign-inspired visual language to associate what field the organization is 
in.  

~ Atsuko
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TRACKING HIGH SCHOOL WvEB MATH STUDENTS

I am currently working on a project in the WVU Department of Mathematics.  The 
department offers courses in college algebra (WvEB Algebra) and trigonometry (WvEB 
Trig) via the web to high school students across the state. Students are able to take these 
courses on their high school campuses and earn WVU credit before graduating from high 
school. Taking these courses before entering college gives them a bit of a jump start on the 
math courses that they may be required to take. 
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For those students who will need to take the calculus sequence, taking WvEB Algebra and 
WvEB Trig enables them to start calculus during their first semester of their freshman year.  
In addition, students are able to take these algebra and trigonometry courses in a 
smaller (and perhaps a more nurturing) environment.  College Algebra and Trigonometry are 
typically taught in large lecture sections at WVU (many cap enrollments at 200 students).  

I have collected data on students that have completed and passed (A,B,or C) both WvEB 
Algebra and WvEB Trig and took Calculus 1 during their freshman year, Fall Semester 2010.  I 
first created a chart using Microsoft Excel.  I wanted to show the “flow through data”.  The 
cart shows the viewer how each student progressed through the sequence in terms of their 
grades:  WvEB Algebra, WvEB Trig, Calculus.   For example, 28 students earned A’s in WvEB 
Algebra, of those students, 23 earned A’s in WvEB Trig, and of those students, 7 earned A’s in 
Calculus.  Excel seemed to be a good tool to use to organize the data proportionally.  I was 
able to map out the data using one cell per student.  This way the boxes containg each grade 
and number of students earning that grade is the correct size.  The viewer can easily see 
clearly how many students earned which grades and how each student progressed 
throughout the sequence.  In addition to the chart, I included pie charts displaying 
percentages.  I felt that this part of the infographic clarified that the only students that did 
well (A’s and B’s) in calculus also did well in WvEB Algebra and WvEB Trig (A’s and B’s). 

As I was working through the process of creating this infographic, I struggled a bit with how 
to display the information.  First, I made the “flow through” chart (a couple of different 
ways), but I didn’t feel that my graphic was complete or as clear as I wanted it to be.  Next, I 
messed with the pie charts, I liked the clarity that they provided, but I thought that 
the percentages were misleading because the total number of students is so small.  In other 
words, when one looks at the pie chart that displays 50% of students with W’s and 50% of 
students with F’s the viewer would not realize that there were only two students that fell 
into that particular grade category.  Thus, I decided to incorporate both the “flow through 
chart” and the pie charts so that the viewer easily see how students progressed through the 
sequence of courses and specifically make the connection that the only students earning A’s 
and B’s in calculus also earned A’s and B’s in the WvEB Courses.  ~ Lori
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VOICE OVER BILLING METHODS

So here is my informational graphic. I chose this one because a requirement was that it be 
something in our work setting. I work extensively in IT, and also in Voice-Over. I thought 
about a few things I could do related to my IT work, but I honestly did not love the ideas. 
This are is one that I needed to learn more about anyway. It seems I have been 
undercharging at times 

I really wish I know quite a bit more about graphic design, but I do not yet, and I am not an 
artist in this sense of the word. I generally play with things until I like the way they look, and 
the digital tools make this possible for me. I wanted to have some clip art that was on topic, 
so the microphone was as I found it, as was the stop watch. I highly modified the close face 
to put the mouths on it, and the did the numbered word fragments. I also liked the mouths 
as a skin for the one column chart. In each of the three approaches, I had something 
graphical to represent it. I also had the circles around them. This was to separate them, yet 
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also to give a Venn diagram-type feel, as these aspects are somewhat related and have a level 
of overlap in terms of their purpose and the ability to compare them.

I have heard Neal say that when he wants to learn about something, he writes a book about 
it. This was something about which I needed to learn, and I have always maintained that if I 
can understand something, I can teach it to anyone. For me, this is a first stab at an 
informational graphic. I do not know that the content is actually of interest to anyone else in 
the group, but I do periodically get asked by others how to get into voice-over. This graphic 
could benefit people along those lines, or ones seeking to hire voice talent, in terms of 
understanding how the industry operates. Had this already existed, I could have been spared 
a “Duh” moment when a major new client asked me “how much do you charge per word” 
some months ago. I had no idea how to answer that. Although they hired me, it turns out 
that I grossly undercharged them. So, I live an learn, and try to help the others I come across 
so that they can learn from my mistakes without having to make them.

There was really no “D”, but I wanted to add a few comments on this project. Neal was very 
correct in saying that this was harder than it looked. I am guessing many of you who did this 
assignment will agree. In seeing what someone else who is a pro comes us with, it is like 
watching (insert your favorite golf star) play golf. They make it look easy. For me, picking the 
topic was the first major struggle. I went back and forth on that for a few days. Next, there 
was collecting the data and trying to make sense of it… converting apples to apples. Then 
there was the making sense of it visually and trying to find an attractive way to present it 
that hopefully would make sense to others. I saw some of the ones others in the group 
did… all I can say is WOW! We have some serious talent in this pool.   ~ Lee
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PRE-TEST MATH PROFICIENCY

Reason I Chose This Topic

I chose this topic because I am currently involved in a study at Wheeling Middle School.  I 
thought that a representation of the pre-test data would be interesting.  One of my good 
friends is the principal at this school, and in the summer of 2011, he received the Westest II 
scores for his students and those students entering his school.  This was the beginning of his 
second year at the school, and they did not make AYP (Annual Yearly Progress).  We sat on 
his porch and brainstormed strategies that they could use to improve the proficiency of the 
students in the school.  One of the major obstacles was that the feeder school typically did 
not do well either.  The ethnic and socioeconomic diversity in both schools is very high, and 
although the parents try to be supportive, many of them do not have the educational 
background to help their children.  When analyzing the data from the feeder school for the 
2011 Westest, on 16% of the third, fourth, and fifth graders achieved mastery on the math 
portion of the Westest.  My friend felt like the task of getting his students to improve was 
insurmountable.  After some brainstorming, we decided that he could write a mini-grant for 
the Professional Development School grants that West Liberty University’s Department of 
Professional Education was awarding in the fall.  He chose to run the KUMON program at 
his school for 20 students that he felt, after a review of data, could make strides of 
improvement on the 2012 Westest, with additional support.  Running the program for 20 
students cost approximately $5000, and he did receive the grant. 
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The KUMON program is a drill and kill program that requires 30 minutes of individualized 
math operations practice per day.  My friend, after acquiring the appropriate permissions 
from parents, placed all 20 of the students in the same flex period at the end of the day.  In 
addition, the KUMON expert from the area came in and administered pre-tests to the 
students.  That is the data that I showed on my infographic.  It was quite alarming to find that 
of the 20 students tested, 14 of them were really functioning on a first grade math 
proficiency level, (five of them being capable of completing up to +5’s with speed and 
accuracy, nine of the on the level of +1’s with speed and accuracy).  The other six did not 
have the number awareness to look at a set of dots and determine, with speed and accuracy, 
the number of dots in the sequence, thus placing them on a kindergarten math level.  The 
KUMON expert set up individualized programs for each students according to the results of 
the tests, and from October until the beginning of May, these students are not only 
participating in their sixth grade math classes, but also in the 30 minutes of “drill and kill” fact 
practice each day.  Results of the effectiveness of the program and the value added that are 
hopefully gained from it will not be available until the 2012 Westest results are returned in 
August 2012. 

This project is important to me as an educator who believes that we have to address the 
issue of passing students who are not proficient in skills for later teachers to deal with them.  
I believe that we put these students in situations where they cannot achieve in the academic 
or professional world because we did not ensure that they acquired basic skills at the 
elementary level.  I felt that this data was important enough to be represented in this 
project. 

Specific Visual Features That Make It Work

I struggled with the format to use for the graphic.  I chose a pie graph because I though that 
gave a quickly glance at the statistics associated with a very big problem in education.  I 
know that my explanation would need to accompany it for it to be effective and that may be 
a downfall of the format that I used, but none of the other ideas that I had seemed more 
effective than this one.  I plan to use this or a tweaked version of it in a presentation at the 
National PDS (Professional Develoment School) Conference in a few weeks.

What Can One Learn From It

From this infographic, a person can see the shocking statistics about the math proficiency of 
the students participating in the Kumon program at Wheeling Middle School.  I believe that 
this graphic would promote questions and discussions about the effectiveness of education 
in general in this country and would incite curiosity among those who view the graphic that 
would make them want to learn more about the situation and that which is being done to 
correct the situation.  ~ JoJo
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WHAT I DIDN’T LEARN IN SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS

There were three factors that I dealt with in creating this info-graphic. First, I wasn’t sure of 
what content or information I wanted to illustrate. An info-graphic has the ability to illustrate 
numbers in context, and provide more meaning. Since I got my passport and began traveling, I 
have been amazed at how little I know about the world, the people that live here with us, 
and how our involvement in their lives affects them. Why is there poverty in the world? Why 
can’t some countries seem to get it together? One possible explanation is colonialization and 
military intervention – that seems to be a common thread that runs through Africa, South 
and Central America.

After searching for data, I wondered how I would present it, and if a visual representation 
would show any connections. This was the second factor to deal with, and I settled on a map 
(which needed much cleaning up), pie charts, and indicators of frequency and dates of 
involvement. As much as it illustrates three distinct aspects of Central America, ultimately, the 
graphic failed to show any correlations.

Finally, I needed software to put it together. I had intended to use Photoshop, but couldn’t 
access it, so I tried similar (and easier) photo manipulation program called Pixelmator. I also 
used an online program to create pie charts.
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I think if the software learning curve weren’t too steep, this would be a great activity for any 
social studies course. Being with the data and maps for this amount of time, one can become 
much more familiar of a region and its diverse aspects. One could compare many types of 
data for a region and begin to make patterns and connections without the bias of a 
textbook. I’m amazed at how little I learned in high school social studies class about our 
neighbors to the south and how we’ve been involved in their lives since 1894.  ~ Jeff

Blue Barnhouse InfoGrapical Whatchamacallit

Ok, so based on the recommendation that this graphic apply to our work, I designed this 
basic infographic as a visual reminder of the most commonly forgotten information in my 
shop.

It seems like I spend a lot of time stopping to look things up and confirm information so I 
thought a reference like this might help. During my first few months of work for the 
company I constantly had to refer to an index card with the steps in our two shipping 
processes as well, so I included icons for the steps and various software in each process. If 
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this were printed or used on a desktop, it’s my hope that it might be a quick visual reference 
for me or even new employees when they are doing shipping and administrative work.

I think my major concern with this graphic is that the software icons may not be familiar to 
all viewers. This concern is minimized however, since the graphic is intended for use within a 
specific context and a very limited audience. I’m curious to see what kind of feedback it gets.
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COLLECTED INFOGRAPHICS
COMBINED

Sometimes I combine images to see if there’s a collective effect. One can do this with a PPT 
presentation to see the sequence, the parts to the presentation, and the use of color, 
images, and text across the presentation to view for consistency. One can also spot the 
overuse of text or the nonuse of visuals. In the image below you can’t understand the 
individual images, but you can get a sense for the range of topics and the visual approaches 
used, and an appreciation for the time necessary to produce these. 
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